
ST. ANDREW’S, BLACKROCK & BRAY - 25TH APRIL 2021 
Ess e ntial Q uestions about Churc h; Wh y I s C hurc h I mportant? 

“Welcome to our ‘Church at Home’ service transcript for Sunday the 25th 
April 2021. This week we are continuing our new series looking at the 
essential questions about church with ‘Why is Church Important?’ I pray that 
you will be encouraged by it today.” - Rev. Andrew Gill 

Call to Worship – Isaiah 40:9-11
Get you up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
    lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
    ‘Here is your God!’
See, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead the mother sheep.

Opening Prayer
God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of an eternal covenant, make us 
perfect in goodness so that we may do your will; and create in us what is 
pleasing to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Reading - Hebrews 10:19-25 
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by 
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through 
the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider 
how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 

Sermon - Essential Questions about Church; Why is Church Important? 
I began my ministry as a youth pastor, and a question that I would get asked 
all the time was, “Do you have to go to church to be a Christian?” Those 
young people were saying, ‘I've got my faith, I've got my bible, and I've got 
my Christian friends. So why do I need to give up my Sunday morning to go 
to church?’ After over a year of ‘Church at Home’ there will be many starting 
to think the same thing. 


Sunday mornings have been so different for me over these last few months. I 
wake up on a Sunday morning feeling relaxed, because all the video 
recording and editing has already been done during the week. Then I go 
down to the sea and go for a swim. On the way back I pick up some 
breakfast, and Julie and I get to sit together as we watch church online. It's 
actually quite nice. But when I think about what I'm missing out on, when I 
think about how I could be with my church family as we worship together, 
there's just no comparison. So I want to share with you today why church is 
important.


This is the second part of our series, and last week we saw that church is not 
about going to a building, or attending a service, it is about belonging to the 
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people of God. Church is about people, and church is God's invention. The 
Bible is not a collection of unconnected stories about how God relates to 
individuals, rather the bible tells one big story about how God relates to his 
people. In the beginning God created Adam and he put him in the garden of 
Eden, a place where he could walk and talk with his creator. But God looked 
at Adam and he said, “It is not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 
2:18) so he made Eve and commanded them to be fruitful and to increase in 
number he told them to fill the garden with people. (Genesis 1:28)


Then after the fall, God called Abraham and told him that he was going to 
make him into a great nation (Genesis 12:2). God loves and knows us as 
individual people, but the way in which we experience his love and blessings 
has always been in the context of community. Most of the time when you 
read a command or a promise in the Bible and it has the word ‘you' in it, that 
‘you’ is plural and not singular. The majority of the Bible is written to 
communities, not to individuals. Church is God's invention, and it is also his 
invitation.


The invitation to belong to his Church is not separate from God’s invitation to 
receive salvation. So often our focus is on what we have been saved from 
that we do not think about what we have been saved to. Through our 
personal faith, we are rescued out of our own sin, but then brought into 
God's community of people. We have been rescued from sin into church, 
and heaven really is just the final and perfect version of church, where God's 
people are with each other and with him. Church is important because God 
loves his Church, and if we want to live for him then we need church to help 
us.


It’s been so great that during the pandemic we have been able to have these 
‘Church at Home’ services which have kept us going when we are unable to 
meet in person. In addition, the online service on our website has opened up 
our church to people all over the world! We are so thankful to God for the gift 
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of technology, and all that it provides to us (and we still plan to continue to 
stream our services, and post out transcripts, even when we go back to in-
person services). But as I watch services online, and listen to hymns during 
the week, even though I am encouraged by it, I would much prefer to be 
there with other people. Watching something on a screen is just not the 
same as being in the room. There is a power in sharing a moment with 
others; hearing them worshiping and praising God, and feeling their 
emotions.


Of course, we can experience God at home by ourselves, but we encounter 
him in a very special way when we are with other Christians. Romans 12:5 
says, “so we, who are many, are one body in Christ”. This is such a great 
illustration. I can't see Jesus, and I can't touch him, but through his body, the 
church, I can experience him. When somebody smiles at a visitor in church, 
that is them receiving Christ's welcome. When someone who is upset is 
hugged by a fellow believer, that is them receiving Christ's compassion. 
When those in need are served practically, they are receiving Christ's care. 
We are the body of Christ, we are his hands and feet, and we experience his 
love through each other.


Life is difficult, and being a Christian can, at times, be especially hard. We 
need encouragement if we are going to keep going. In Hebrews chapter 
10:24-25 it says, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see 
the day approaching.” As a follower of Jesus, I need a constant supply of 
encouragement from other people, and I am so grateful for how I have 
received that through church. During my life I have been encouraged by the 
experiences of those that have been on this journey longer than me. I've 
been encouraged too by the enthusiasm of those that are younger than me. I 
have greatly benefited by different perspectives and different stories. 
Whenever I have tried to serve God by myself, the impact has always been 
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limited, but when I serve God as part of a team working together, amazing 
things have happened. If you want your faith to grow, or even to survive, you 
need church. But more than that, church needs you!


As much as you need the encouragement of other people, other people need  
the encouragement of you. I believe that everyone who considers St. 
Andrew's to be their church has been brought by God, and is as equally 
important. God has made you special and unique, and you can bring 
something to the life of our church that no one else can bring. And I know 
maybe you read that and think to yourself, ‘But how can that be, I'm not 
talented like that person, or I couldn’t do this like someone else can.’ But 
that's the whole point! You are not like anyone else, you are you. Our church 
needs you to be you, and to bring your unique brand of encouragement!


I know for some of you, maybe you have disappointed or hurt by church. Or 
you have been let down by leaders, or have been discouraged by other  
Christians. I'm so sorry if that has been your experience. Church is not 
perfect, it is made up of sinful people, and we don’t always get it right. 
Church can be a hard place to be sometimes, but please don't use that as 
an excuse to walk away. Use that as motivation to come and to be part of 
church and to make it better. Jesus loves his Church, he is the Good 
Shepherd who laid down his life for his flock. He is building his kingdom 
through his Church, and he invites you to come and to be a part of it.


Over these last few months when I have been down at the sea going 
swimming, I have found that there are three categories of people (and none 
of them have to do with dryrobes!) There are those who are the spectators, 
the dippers, and the swimmers. There are those that stand there in their 
jackets, all wrapped up, and they just watch other people going in. There are 
those people that jump quickly into the water, and then jump just as quickly 
out. Then there are those that go down to the steps, take a big deep breath, 
dive in, and start swimming. Church is like that as well, there are people that 
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are spectators and just passively observe. There are those that occasionally, 
and briefly, dip their foot in. But God wants us to be people that just dive in 
to church life, and to be at work encouraging each other. 


Over these next few weeks and months, as we start to rebuild church life, 
and start to shape what our church will become, I encourage you to dive in. 
Make church a priority, because church is important to Christ, and we need 
the encouragement of each other.


Closing Prayer 
Father God,

Thank you that we have confidence to enter into your holy presence by the 
blood of Jesus. Thank you that through his death he has opened up a way 
for us to be members of your house.


Help us draw near to you with sincere hearts and with the full assurance that 
faith brings. Cleanse our hearts from a guilty conscience and wash us with 
your purity. Help us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for you are 
faithful to what you have promised.


Come Holy Spirit,

And help us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and 
good deeds. May we not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but help us to encourage one another, now and always. Amen.
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