
ST. ANDREW’S, BLACKROCK AND BRAY - 11TH OCTOBER 2020 
P h ili pp ians: How to Sh ine (P h ili pp ians 2:1 4-1 6) 
Welcome and Announcements
“Welcome to our weekly sermon transcript from St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Blackrock and Bray. Today we are thinking about how we can shine 
brightly for Jesus in our world at this moment.” - Rev. Andrew Gill 

Call to Worship - Psalm 106:1-5 (NIV)
Praise the Lord.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever.
Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord  
    or fully declare his praise?  
Blessed are those who act justly, 
    who always do what is right.
Remember me, Lord, when you show favour to your people, 
    come to my aid when you save them, 
that I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, 
    that I may share in the joy of your nation  
    and join your inheritance in giving praise.

Opening Prayer
Worthy are you, O God, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing! Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. We bless you,
O Lord our God, that nothing can ever separate us from your love in Christ 
Jesus; that in tribulation and distress and in all that may afflict us, we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us. Praise and glory to be given 
to you by all your creatures.
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God of grace, 
you have searched us and known us, and are acquainted with all our ways; 
you know our foolishness, and our sins are not hidden from you. If you, O 
Lord, should count our iniquities, who would be able to stand? But you are 
gracious, patient, and overflowing in mercy, forgiving iniquity, transgression, 
and sin.

Merciful Father,
you have said, ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you’ and you have given your 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world; let your pardoning 
mercy free us from our guilt. Cleanse us from secret faults; keep back your 
servants from presumptuous sins; restore to us the joy of your salvation, and 
lift us in your love. Amen.

Reading - Philippians 2:14-30 (NIV)
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become 
blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked 
generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold 
firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ 
that I did not run or labor in vain. But even if I am being poured out like a drink 
offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you. So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.

I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be 
cheered when I receive news about you. I have no one else like him, who will 
show genuine concern for your welfare. For everyone looks out for their own 
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved 
himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work 
of the gospel. I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go 
with me. And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.
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But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-
worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take 
care of my needs. For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you 
heard he was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on 
him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 
Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him 
again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. So then, welcome him in 
the Lord with great joy, and honour people like him, because he almost died 
for the work of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the help you 
yourselves could not give me.

Sermon - ‘How To Shine’ (Philippians 2:14-16) 
This year has given us so much that we could complain about. None of us 
are living the lives that we expected, and all of us to some degree are 
experiencing hardships. Governments and other leaders are making massive 
decisions that affect our everyday life today, and our future tomorrow. It can 
be easy in times like these to fall into an attitude of complaining and of 
grumbling. But as Christians we are called to be light in this world. Through 
the anger and the fear, we should be speaking words of love, hope, and joy.


At church at the moment we are looking at a letter in the New Testament 
written by the Apostle Paul while he was in prison to the church in Philippi. 
Throughout this whole letter he is encouraging the church to progress in their 
faith, and to move forward in the life that they are living with God. Today in 
we are looking at Philippians chapter two verses twelve to sixteen, and we 
will see three ways that we can shine for God in our world at this moment.


The first way Paul tells us to shine is by stop grumbling! In verse 14 he says, 
“do everything without grumbling or arguing.” Now, he's not saying that we 
shouldn't speak out against injustice, or that we shouldn't ask for help, or 
hold those in leadership to account. Grumbling is selfish and unproductive, 
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it's those things that we say under our breath, or behind other people's 
backs.


Probably as Paul was writing this, in his mind he was thinking about the 
Israelites during their time in the desert. The book of Exodus tells us this 
amazing story about how the people of God were slaves in Egypt, but God 
miraculously rescued them through signs and wonders. As they were in the 
desert going towards the promised land, they started to grumble and argue. 
They went to Moses and said, ‘Moses we’re hungry! Moses we're thirsty! 
Moses why did you bring us out here to die, we want to go back to Egypt!’ 
They were grumbling  and they were arguing with their leadership in an 
unhelpful and divisive way. What is worse they were grumbling against God! 
They had forgotten how he had saved them, they were ungrateful for the way 
that he was providing for them, and they were distrustful on his promises for 
the future. They were acting with pride and reacting with fear, and they were 
starting to think that they would do a better job of leading themselves rather 
than trusting in God.


It is so easy to let that kind of an attitude sneak into any relationship, but 
particularly into a church community. So Paul says to the Philippians, and to 
us, ’don't be like how the Israelites were in the desert!’ Remember that we 
always have more to be joyful about, than to grumble about, so let your 
conversations be full of joy, light, and life! 


The second way Paul tells us to shine is by remembering that we are the 
children of God. “Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you 
may become blameless and pure, ‘children of God without fault in a warped 
and crooked generation.’” (vv.14-15) Through what Christ has done for us on 
the cross we have received the Spirit of sonship, and have been made God’s 
sons and daughters. Through Christ we can have a relationship with God, 
and we represent God in our world around us. How we live matters, because 
how we live reflects on what people will think about God. 
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Paul says that we should live a pure and blameless life. He's not expecting 
us to be perfect, but he is encouraging us to have integrity. We should have 
consistency in our  lives, not being one way on a Sunday, and then a 
different way on Monday morning, or on our Friday night. Don't be a part-
time Christian but be a full-time child of God. Remember that you have a 
relationship with God and that you are his representatives in this world that 
has become warped and crooked. 


Stars, like our sun, shine. They give a light, warmth, energy and life to this 
planet. But there are other things in space, things like black holes. A black 
hole, as I understand it, is an object that is so dense with a gravity force that 
is so strong that it takes in all light and life that goes past it. It's a bit like 
people. There are people in this world who, like stars, give out life, joy, love, 
and kindness. But there are other people, people who are always arguing 
and grumbling. Just like a black hole, they can suck all the goodness out of 
this world. Paul says that we live in a generation that is full of people who are 
arguing and grumbling, a world that is full of fear, anger, division and 
frustration. In this dark world we need to shine even brighter. He says, “shine 
among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life” (vv.
15-16)


We shine by not grumbling, we shine by remembering who we are, and 
thirdly, we shine by holding firmly on to the word of life. The Bible is not just 
an ordinary book, it's not just a collection of stories, or only a historical 
account of who Jesus is. We believe that the Bible is the living breathing 
word of God, and that when we read it, God speaks. Through the Spirit the 
Bible speaks God’s words of life, words of hope, and words of salvation. If 
we want to shine brightly in this world, the Bible cannot just sit on a shelf, we 
need to read it, know it, meditate on it, believe it, and live it out.


Last summer I was part of a team that went to Uganda to work with 
disadvantaged children. While we were there, we stayed at a site that was on 
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the banks of Lake Victoria. One clear night we went down the lake shore to 
look up at the beautiful stars in the night’s sky. Suddenly one of these stars 
flew right past my eyes, then another one! They were fireflies up from the 
grass. In the darkness these fireflies woke up and were lighting up the sky all 
around us and were shining as bright as the stars up in the sky.


We are to be like those fireflies and shine in this world. Our world right now is 
full of fear, anger, and division. At times it can seems so dark. So, now is our 
opportunity to shine even brighter. We need to be speaking words of hope, 
words of life, words of encouragement, and words of comfort. We need to be 
serving people with acts of kindness and love. Jesus said, “you are the light 
of the world, let your light shine.”


Prayer
Abba, Father,
We give you thanks that through Jesus
you have qualified us to share in the inheritance
of the saints in the kingdom of light.
Thank you that you have rescued us
from the power of darkness,
freed us from the chains of fear,
and given us the Spirit of sonship.
Lord God, as your children,
who are loved and treasured by you, 
help us to shine brightly for Christ in this world,
as we hold firmly to your word of life,
for your praise and glory. Amen
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