
ST. ANDREW’S, BLACKROCK & BRAY - 9TH AUGUST 2020 
Abraham; Hagar and I shmael (Genesi s 1 6) 

Welcome
“Welcome to this transcript form Sunday’s service. In today’s sermon from 
Genesis 16 we are reminded that is a God who see us and knows us, and is 
always at work bringing about his promises and accomplishing his plans even 
when we don’t see it. I pray that it would be an encouragement to you today” - 
Rev. Andrew Gill

Call to Worship
Psalm 85:8
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
    but let them not turn back to folly. 

Opening Prayer
God of grace and truth,
you are the light of the minds that know you,
the life of the souls that love you,
and the strength of the hearts that serve you.
Help us to truly know you
so that knowledge may lead love,
and that love may lead to service,
and in service to find perfect freedom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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Reading - Genesis 16:1-16 (NIV)
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an 

Egyptian slave named Hagar;  so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me 
from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family 
through her.”

Abram agreed to what Sarai said. So after Abram had been living in 
Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her 
to her husband to be his wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.

When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 
Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I 
put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she 
despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.”

“Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you 
think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was 
the spring that is beside the road to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, 
where have you come from, and where are you going?”
“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.

Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and 
submit to her.” The angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much 
that they will be too numerous to count.”

The angel of the Lord also said to her: “You are now pregnant and you 
will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of 
your misery. He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against 
everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward 
all his brothers.”

She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the God 
who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.” That is 
why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and 
Bered.
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So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the 
son she had borne. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him 
Ishmael.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Sermon - Abraham; Hagar and Ishmael
	 There are times in life when it is easier to see God than others. Even 
though God is invisible, there are moments when you can clearly see him at 
work. Like when prayers are answered immediately, or when you read the 
Bible and it feels like it was written just for the situation you are in now. 
Times when you feel his presence walking with you, times when you feel 
energised in your service, and empowered in your ministry. 

	 But then there are also times when our faith in God is tested. Like 
when prayers appear to go unanswered, or when you experience 
disappointment in your personal life, or a setback in the ministry of the 
church.  
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	 We are doing a series of the life of Abraham at the moment. In his life 
he experiences both of those extremes, but he doesn’t always respond to 
them in the way he should. One of the reasons why his story is so 
compelling is because it shows us what a real life of faith is like, it’s not a 
photoshopped version, but it includes the highs and the lows. We have as 
much to learn about living by faith from his mistakes as we do from his 
successes. 

	 In today’s episode he makes some big mistakes, yet in this story of 
human failure, we see the victory of divine faithfulness and grace.


	 For the last few chapters God has been promising Abraham a son, but 
now 10 years have passed and nothing has happened. As verse 1 states, 
“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children.” After a decade of 
waiting Sarah has become impatient and her frustration has overtaken her 
faith so she tries to solve the problem herself. 

	 Maybe she thought that God had forgotten his promise, or that he was 
unable to do what he said, or maybe that he just didn’t care enough about 
her to make it happen? Whatever the root of her unfaithfulness, she comes 
up with a plan to manufacture the promise, and tells Abraham in verse 2, 
“The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my servant 
Hagar; perhaps I can build a family through her.” 
	 Even though this was something that was legal according to the 
customs of the time, it is a terrible idea. She is putting her faith in worldly 
methods rather than trusting in divine action. 

	 What will Abraham’s response be? What will the great hero of faith do? 
He goes along with it! Abraham in this whole passage seems very passive, 
and it says at the end of verse 2 that he obeyed the voice of Sarah. Now 
after two months of marriage, I’ve already seen the wisdom of always 
agreeing with your wife. The problem here is that Abraham is listening to the 
voice of Sarah over the voice of God. In the chapter before, God appeared to 
Abraham in a dream and made a covenant with him, he signed a contract, 
committing himself to give Abraham a son, and Abraham believed in the 
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promise. But in the waiting, instead of staying on the course of obedience he 
allows himself to be directed and distracted by another voice that offers a 
shortcut. 

	 If we want to remain faithful in times of waiting it's so important for us 
to keep listening to the voice fo God. Now Abraham was a prophet, so God 
spoke to him in special and unique ways, but God speaks to us through his 
word the Bible. There will always be other voices trying to speak doubt and 
fear into our lives, that’s why it is such a great idea to read the Bible 
everyday and spend time listening to God’s word and meditating on his 
promises.

	 

	 Abraham and Sarah stopped listening to God’s promises, and they 
only saw human solutions to their problems. So in verses 3-6, we see the 
result of their scheme. Abraham takes Hagar as his wife and she becomes 
pregnant. Hagar then starts to look down on Sarah, and Sarah becomes 
jealous, and she blames Abraham for the situation even though it was her 
idea. Abraham just washes his hands of the whole thing, and Sarah starts to 
mistreat Hagar so harshly that she has no choice but to run away. 

	 Abraham and Sarah had abandoned faith and let sin and its 
destruction into their home. In the end, not only were they left with their 
original problem, they had also created brand new ones, for themselves and 
for Hagar. This is a story of human failure, but as we read on we see the 
victory of divine faithfulness. 

	 An angel finds Hagar by a spring of water in the wilderness, tells her to 
go back, and gives her her own promise of blessing. He tells her she will not 
only be the mother of a son, but the mother of uncountable number of 
descendants. Her son will not be a slave like her, but will live a free and 
independent life. She is to call him Ishmael, which means ‘God hears’, 
because the Lord has heard her misery and affliction. Hagar responds in 
verse 13, “‘You are the God who sees me,’ for she said, ‘I have now seen the 
One who sees me.’” 
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	 Hagar thought she was all alone, she thought that no one cared about 
her, she thought no one would coming looking for her. But God went 
searching for her so he could help her in her time of need. She discovered 
that day what Sarah had forgotten and what Abraham had ignored, that God 
is a God who sees us and knows us and is always at work bringing about his 
promises, and accomplishing his plans even when we don’t see it. 

	 

	 When I read this story of how God showed his love for Hagar, I think of 
all the times in the gospels when Jesus saw the people that were ignored by 
everyone else. An ashamed woman at a well, a despised tax collector up a 
tree, a disregarded beggar by the side of the road, a sick woman in a crowd, 
the list simply goes on and on. God sees you, he knows you, he hears you, 
and he will keep all his promises of love forever. 

	 Maybe this morning you are like Sarah. You have been waiting for 
something for a long time, and you’ve given up on God. You are looking to 
worldly solutions to your problems, but it is not getting you anywhere. Today 
God is inviting you to put your trust in him, and pray to him about your 
problems and your pain because he is a God who listens. 

	 Maybe you are like Abraham and your faith has become passive. You 
believe but it makes no difference to how you live your life, you don’t stand 
up for what is right, or follow God in full obedience. Today Christ is inviting 
you to listen to his voice by reading his word and putting it into practice.

	 Maybe you are like Hagar. You feel like no-one notices you or cares 
about your hurt. Today Jesus is inviting you into his healing arms. He wants 
you to know that he sees you, and that he loves you so much that he died 
for you so that one day you will see him and live in his love forever. 


Father God, 
Thank you that you see me and listen to our prayers. Hear us now as we ask 
for your forgiveness for our past failures to trust in you. Send us your Holy 
Spirit; to fill our hearts with faith, to breathe fresh life into our obedience, 
and to heal us with your words of hope. Amen
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