
ST. ANDREW’S, BLACKROCK & BRAY - 2ND AUGUST 2020 
Abraham; Abraham & Lot Se parate (Genesi s 1 3) 

Welcome
“Hello and welcome to our ‘Church at Home’ service for Sunday 2nd August. 

Are your daily decisions taking you towards God and his blessings, or are 
your choices taking you towards sin and its destruction? Is today’s sermon 

about Abraham and Lot from Genesis 13 we look at 3 choices to avoid if we 
want to live in the blessings of God. I pray that you will be challenged and 

encouraged in your choices as read today.” - Rev. Andrew Gill

Call to Worship
Psalm 145:8-9. 14-21 (ESV)

The Lord is gracious and merciful,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all,
    and his mercy is over all that he has made.

Opening Prayer

Holy God,
We praise you for your goodness and your mercy and pray that you would 

cover us in your compassion, and give us grace to make a fresh start today.
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart, nor have we 

loved our neighbour as ourselves.  Forgive us our sins and fill us entirely with 
your love, that our thoughts may be sincere, our words true, our deeds kind,

and all our life be pure. Help us to overcome the temptations of this present 
world that we shall be made partakers of the glories of the world to come;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Reading - Genesis 13:1-18 (NIV)
So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and 

everything he had, and Lot went with him. Abram had become very wealthy in 
livestock and in silver and gold.

From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to 
the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier and where 

he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the Lord.
Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds 

and tents. But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for 
their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. And 

quarrelling arose between Abram’s herders and Lot’s. The Canaanites and 
Perizzites were also living in the land at that time.

So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarrelling between you and 
me, or between your herders and mine, for we are close relatives. Is not the 

whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you go to the left, I’ll go to the 
right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.”

Lot looked around and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan toward 
Zoar was well watered, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. 

(This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) So Lot chose for 
himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two 

men parted company: Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived 
among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. Now the 

people of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.
The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Look around 

from where you are, to the north and south, to the east and west. All the land 
that you see I will give to you and your offspring[a] forever. I will make your 

offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then 
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your offspring could be counted. Go, walk through the length and breadth of 
the land, for I am giving it to you.”

So Abram went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where 
he pitched his tents. There he built an altar to the Lord.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Sermon - Abraham & Lot Separate
We make approximately 35,000 choices everyday, which works out at 

about one decision every two seconds. You chose to read this transcript, and 
I hope you choose to keep reading because I think the message will be really 

helpful to you today. We make thousands of decisions everyday, some big, 
some small, some automatic, others we make after much thought, but all of 

them important. 
Because all our past choices contribute the life we live right now. The 

Christian author on leadership, John Maxwell, says, “Life is a matter of 
choices, and every choice you make makes you.”
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We are doing a series of sermons of the life of Abraham in the Bible and 
reflecting on what his story teaches us about living by faith. Last week we 

saw that God called Abraham to leave his home and go to a new place that 
he would show him. God promised to give Abraham children, to give the land 

he was moving to as an inheritance for his decedents, and he promised to 
bless the whole world through him. Today, we are going to look at Genesis 13 

which show us 3 choices to avoid if we want to live in God’s blessing.
The chapter begins with Abraham and his nephew Lot returning from 

Egypt. While Abraham’s time there was marked with spiritual failures, he did 
find financial success. Both he and Lot had large herds of cattle and flocks of 

sheep and the land could not support both of them living on it. 
So Abram said to Lot in verses 8-9 (NIV), “Let’s not have any quarrelling 

between you and me, or between your herders and mine, for we are close 
relatives. Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you go to 

the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.”
Abraham gives Lot a choice, and Lot chooses to go east and live near a 

city called Sodom. I’ll explain in just moment why that was a bad choice, but 
now I want us to see how he made that choice. If you look at verses 10-11 we 

see that Lot chose what was visually appealing, what was self satisfying, and 
what was immediately pleasurable. Lot lifted his eyes and saw fertile land and 

big cities, and moves towards what was visually attractive. He takes the best 
for himself and shows no concern for his Uncle. He doesn’t want to have to 

wait and work for good things in the future, he only wants to enjoy life now.
But why was moving to the cities of the valley near Sodom a bad 

choice? First we need to remember that this episode is part of a larger story 
about Abraham and his children, and central to that story is God’s promise, 

especially the promise of the land. Geographically Lot is moving out of the 
promised land and has essentially turned his back on God’s blessings. He 
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chose the pleasures that he could see in Sodom, over the promises that God 
had spoken, and he ruined his life.

Verse 13 says, “Now the people of Sodom were wicked and were 
sinning greatly against the Lord.” It says this not because they were guilty of 

one type of sin, but because they were brazenly indulging in all kinds of sin. It 
was an evil place and Lot should have stayed far away, but instead he chose 

what was visually appealing, what was self satisfying, and what was 
immediately pleasurable. And we get a hint of the outcome to Lot’s decision in 

v.10 when it says that God will destroy Sodom as judgement on their sin. We 
don’t have time to look at all the details in Lots life after this and trace his 

decline. But by the end he has lost everything, all his possession are gone, 
his family life is a mess, and he’s fearfully living in a cave.

Life is a matter of choices, and every choice you make makes you. 
What choices are you making and in what direction are they taking your life? 

Are your daily decisions taking you towards God and his blessings, or are 
they taking you towards sin and it’s destruction? Lot’s life is a warning to us 

and we would be wise to avoid the choices he made. So ask yourself, what 
are you looking at, and how is it influencing you? How are you choosing to 

speak to those around you? How are you choosing to spend your time and 
your money? What do the choices you made last week show you about your 

priorities in life, do you need to make any adjustments?
While Lot is a warning in this passage, Abraham is an example, so lets 

briefly look at Abraham and his better choices. First we see that he is seeking 
God, verse 3 says, “[Abraham] went from place to place until he came to 

Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier 
and where he had first built an altar. There he called on the name of the 

Lord.” He made some bad choices down in Egypt, but he’s learnt from them 
and is now trying to restore the relationship he had with God at the beginning. 
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Then when an argument breaks out in the family business, Abraham 
chooses peace over possessions. Having a good relationship with his 

nephew is more important than holding on to what is his, so next he chooses 
to be generous. He offers to share the promised land with Lot. But as we’ve 

already seen Lot thought the grass was greener elsewhere.
Abraham chose to seek God, to make peace, to be generous, and lastly 

to put his faith in the future promises of God. This chapter finishes with God 
speaking to Abraham and reaffirming his good promises to him. Abraham lifts 

up his eyes and looks at the land and chooses to believe in the promise that 
one day it will be filled with his descendants, so he builds an altar to worship 

God.  
What choices are you going to make after watching this today? Jesus 

Christ in his desire to make peace has generously offered us a share in all 
the promises of God. If life is a matter of choices, then choose to trust in 

Jesus so that you can live in the blessings of God forever.

Prayer
Father God,

Thank you that through Jesus you have given me the choice of eternal life. 
Forgive me for all the selfish choices I have made in the past.

Help me to live by faith and not by sight, and give me wisdom in all my 
decisions. Amen

Benediction

May the grace of of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, ever more. Amen
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