
BLACKROCK & BRAY - 26TH JULY 2020 
Abraham; The Call of Abram (Genesi s 1 2:1-9) 

Welcome and Announcements
“Welcome to this transcript from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Blackrock 
& Bray. This sermon is the first in a new series looking at what we can learn 
about living by faith from the life of Abraham. I pray that you will be blessed 
and encouraged as you listen today.” - Rev. Andrew Gill

Call to Worship - Psalm 105:8-11 (NIV)
He remembers his covenant for ever, 
    the promise he made, for a thousand generations, 
the covenant he made with Abraham, 
    the oath he swore to Isaac. 
He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, 
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant: 
‘To you I will give the land of Canaan  
    as the portion you will inherit.’
Praise the Lord!

Opening Prayer
God of all faithfulness,
in your tender compassion you sent your Son
to shine on those who sit in darkness
and guide our feet into the way of faith. 
Grant us, in our doubts and uncertainties,
the grace to ask what you would have us do. 
By your Spirit of wisdom, save us from false choices. 
By your light lead us and protect us,
and give us a straight path to follow that we may neither stumble nor fall.
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O God, the protector of all who trust in you,
without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy,
that with you as our shepherd and guide
we may pass through the temporary things of this world
and inherit all of your eternal promises;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirt,
one God, now and forever and ever. 

Reading - Genesis 12:1-9
The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you.

I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth  
    will be blessed through you.’

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 
He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for 
the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
Abram travelled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh 
at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.
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The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ 
So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.

From there he went on towards the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord 
and called on the name of the Lord. Then Abram set out and continued 
towards the Negev.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Sermon - The Call of Abraham
Over the next few weeks at church we are going to be looking at the story of 
Abraham in the Bible. Abraham is one of the world's most important historical 
figures, and even though he lived 4000 years ago, his life of faith has so 
much to teach us about living in a relationship with God right now. (You might 
find it helpful to use the included reading plan to read through the story of 
Abraham as we look at his life over the next few weeks)
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Today we are looking at the 'Call of Abraham’, which is not only the beginning 
of Abraham’s story, but it is also the origin of Israel, and the rise of God’s 
salvation plan for the world.

Abraham here he is called ‘Abram’, but later God will change his name to the 
more familiar Abraham (17:5). He is married to Sarai, who also receives a 
name change later to ‘Sarah’ (17:15). Sarah, tragically, is unable to have any 
children. In many ways they were just an average bronze age family. But then 
God spoke.

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. (Genesis 12:1, NIV) God gives 
Abraham a command to ‘go’, he tells him to leave everything he knows 
behind, and move forward to an unknown destination. God doesn’t tell him 
where he is going, but he does tell him the blessings that are waiting for him 
there and he makes him promises. He promises to guide him, protect him, 
bless him with a family and a home, and he says that through him all peoples 
on earth will be blessed. 

Now these promises sound great, but he has no children so how is he going 
to have  descendants?! Abraham is 75 years old, his wife Sarah is 65 and has 
never been able to have children. An unknown destination and impossible 
promises, what is Abraham going to do? What would you do?

Genesis 12:4, “So Abram went, as the LORD had told him”(NIV). Even 
though the destination was unknown and the promises seemed impossible, 
Abraham obeyed the command and trusted in the promises. 

The author of Hebrews commends Abraham as an example of how we should 
live by faith when the future is so uncertain, because, “by faith Abraham, 
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when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed 
and went, even though he did not know where he was going’ (Hebrews 11:8 
NIV)

Abraham obeyed the command, he trusted the promises, and he worshipped 
God at every step along the journey. If you look at verse 6-9 you see that 
Abraham enters into the land that would become the inheritance for his 
descendants, and he walks the whole length of it. And when he gets to the 
centre to a place called Shechem, the Lord appears to him and makes him 
the promise, ‘To your offspring/seed I will give this land.’ (v.7) Abraham’s 
response by building an altar, and as he travels through the land he worships 
God and calls on his name because of his promise.

So this is where our story of Abraham begins, and we learn that he is a man 
of faith, of obedience, and of worship. But this story is more than just an 
introduction to Abraham, more importantly these verses are an introduction to 
God’s promises. The promises to Abraham of decedents, land, and that he 
would be blessing to the nations which will set up the entire narrative of the 
rest of the Old Testament. 

The book of Genesis begins with God creating humankind, and after he made 
them he blesses them, and gives them home a where they can enjoy his 
blessing forever. But they don’t trust God, and they don’t obey him, and they 
let sin into this world which separates them from God’s blessings. And in the 
rest of the chapters of 1-11 we see that the problem of sin keeps getting 
worse and worse. It ends with the ‘Tower of Babel’ where we see the nations 
of the earth being divided and dispersed. God’s perfect world that he made 
has been broken by sin, but here we see the beginning of God’s redemption 
plan. Through Abraham’s family God will bless all the families of earth. So we 
read through the rest of the Bible from this point waiting for these promises to 
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be fulfilled and for a son of Abraham to reverse the effects of sin on this 
world. But by the time we get to the end of the Old Testament story, 
Abraham’s descendants have made a mess of it, and the promise is still 
unfilled. 

Then we get to the New Testament which opens with these words, “This is 
the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.” (Matthew 1:1 NIV) Jesus loves God, and he obediently left his 
home in heaven and journeyed all the way to the cross so that through his 
death we could be blessed with the same blessing promised to Abraham. 
(Galatians 3:14) 

God’s word is living and active, and it’s all about Jesus! So this ancient story 
speaks to us today, teaching us how live by faith. The future is really 
uncertain at the moment, and we don’t know what tomorrow will bring. This 
pandemic has set us off on a journey to an unknown destination. But as a 
church we are not going to stand still, we will move forward by faith. 
Tomorrow is uncertain, so let us obey God’s commands today, let us trust in 
his promises today, and let us worship in the blessings we have received 
through Jesus Christ today. 

Prayer
Father God,
We thank you for all your faithfulness,
and that through Jesus you have kept all your promises of love. 
Bless me with the gift of your Spirit today,
so that I might walk with obedience,
trusting in your promises,
and worshipping you with every step on this journey.
Amen.
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