
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

‘Church at Home’ - Sunday 5th July 2020 

Welcome 

	 “This Sunday was the first Sunday in nearly 4 months that our building 
was open for worship. It was a bit of a different service with no singing and 
people sitting 2 meters apart, but it was wonderful to see so many of our 
church family again. Even though services have resumed we know that there 
are many people, for a variety of reasons, who will be unable to join us, so 
these ‘Church at Home’ letters will continue to be posted out. But if at any 
stage you wish to stop receiving them then just let me know.  
	 Today we being a new series helping us think about the lessons we’ve 
leaned through lockdown so far, and this sermon is all about the importance 
of remembering God's goodness. I pray that you will be bless and 
encouraged as you read it today.” - Rev. Andrew Gill 

Scripture Sentence – 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to 
Christ Jesus.


Opening prayer 
Almighty God, 
you are our refuge and our stronghold, 
a timely help in trouble. 
We give you praise and thanks 
for how you have sustained us during this pandemic, 
and that once again in our land church buildings are open for worship.

Continue your mercies to us, we pray, 
that we may always acknowledge 
that you are our Saviour and our mighty deliver. Amen. 
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Reading – Joshua 4:1-9 (NIV) 
When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to 
Joshua, “Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 
and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from 
right where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put 
them down at the place where you stay tonight.”


So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the 
Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, “Go over before the ark of 
the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a 
stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 
to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, 
‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut 
off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, 
the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to 
the people of Israel forever.”


So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones 
from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the 
Israelites, as the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them 
to their camp, where they put them down. Joshua set up the twelve stones 
that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to this day.


The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Sermon – ‘Picking up your Stone’ 

What lessons have you learned from lockdown? 

Last week we entered into the third phase of coming out of our lockdown. 
Even though everything continues to be very different and some restrictions 
are still in place; for many of us we can now travel to see family, go into 
shops, eat in restaurants, and finally get our hair cut! And this is the first 
Sunday in nearly 4 months that our buildings have been open for worship. 
The worst of the lock down seems to be behind us, yet ‘normal’ life is still in 
the future. So this seems like a really important moment to pause and reflect, 
to ask ourselves what we  have learned over the last few months that we can 
take with us into the future.


If you can remember all the way back to March, to those early days of the 
lockdown, when the world just stopped, and we were all trying to understand 
what was happening. There was a feeling that God was trying to teach us 
something. Many suggested that as a society we were going in the wrong 
direction, that we had become too materialistic, too busy, and too selfish. 
Perhaps lockdown was an opportunity to make adjustments, to show us 
about what was really important in life. Even though for some of us lockdown 
was a difficult and painful trial, through it we still discovered key things about 
ourselves and about our faith. 


So over the next few weeks at church we’re going to be doing a series of 
talks to help us think about the lessons we’ve leaned through lockdown. And 
wether you are reading at home, or joining with us in person it will be the 
same talks, so that no one needs to miss out. Today’s sermon is all about 
remembering.
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There is a story in the Bible about when God’s people enter into the 
promised land, that I think has something important to say to us at this 
moment. The story is from Joshua 3 & 4, and the Israelites, because of their 
unfaithfulness, had just spent 40 years in the desert locked out of their home 
that God has promised to give them. But now the time had come for them to 
move in and receive all that God had promised. Just one problem, the 
Jordan River was physically preventing them from walking into the land. It 
was during the harvest when the river would flood, and there was no way 
that they could get across. But through this problem God was going to show 
his power to the Israelites and the world. Joshua told the people, “Purify 
yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do great wonders among 
you.” (Joshua 3:5 NIV)


And what happened next was amazing! God told the priests carrying the ark 
to step into the river, and as soon as their feet touched the waters edge the 
river stopped flowing! God had made a way, and the people crossed over on 
dry ground. There are no dead ends in God’s plans, what we think are 
obstacles are actually just opportunities for God to show his power. 


Most of you will know that my wife and I were due to get married at the 
beginning of lockdown, but the restrictions meant that we weren’t allowed 
have the wedding when we had planned and couldn’t even see each other 
for 7 weeks. There were some really difficult days during that time. We were 
disappointment about what didn’t happen, frustrated at what was 
happening, and unsure about what would happen. One of the things that we 
would say to encourage each other was, ‘today’s trial is tomorrow’s 
testimony’. Because we knew that one day God would overcome our 
problems, and our hearts would overflow with praise. 
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There are no obstacles to God, just opportunities to show his power. The 
River was not a road block to the promised land, it was a display of God’s 
power.


But as the people were walking through the river on dry land, Joshua 
commanded them to pick up 12 stones from the river bed. Why? So that 
they would remember the rescue. This is what he says in 4:6 “In the future, 
when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the 
flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 
When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These 
stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 


They were to make sure they remembered the rescue. The sad truth about 
our sinful condition is that we are quick to forget the great things God does. 
We see this pattern all through the Bible, the people of God are in trouble 
and they pray to God for help, he answers and rescues them. And everything 
is great… for about 5 minutes! Like spiritual goldfish, they soon forget about 
who God is and what he has done, and life goes back to how it was before. 


We are in danger of doing the same thing. Good can come out of this crisis, 
we can change for the better, but it won’t happen by itself. We need to 
remember the lessons we learned. So, as we continue on in this journey, 
what ‘stone’ from the last few months  do we need to pick up and take with 
us? Was there a verse that encouraged you? A prayer that was answered? A 
godly habit you picked up? In what way have you seen God at work in you 
live and in our world?


Today is and important day to see how far we’ve come. We can look back 
and see evidence of God’s help. So let us give thanks to the Lord for his 
goodness, and remember his unfailing love.
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A prayer for creativity as normal gives way to new  

Creator God, 
you have made all things out of nothing; 
out of emptiness and darkness, 
fashioned every form of life, 
and birthed light for each new day. 
Help us in this twilight, 
between what was and what is to come. 
Give us a sense of your presence with us in the storm, 
speaking to us above howling wind and tossing wave,  
calling us to take courage, 
not to fear, 
inviting us to take those first faltering steps, 
in answer to your call out of the familiar, 
to exercise fresh faith in you. 
Draw our eyes to Jesus, 
and fix them there.  
Reach out your hand and catch us, 
in those times when our faith shrinks, 
and our doubts grow. 
Expand our thinking, 
enlarge our courage, 
enable wise choices, 
extend your grace,  
engage us heart, mind and soul, 
equip us for what lies ahead. 
For you are making all things new, 
and we want to be renewed as your people, 
after the image of Christ. 
In whose name we pray.  Amen
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