
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

‘Church at Home’ - Sunday 7th June 

Welcome 

“Welcome to our ‘Church at Home’ service for the 7th June. For those of you 
who were reading along with Daniel over the last few weeks, and are now 
looking for something else to read I’ve included a reading plan to take us 
through some of the Psalms. Please also note that I will be on annual leave 
until Monday 22nd June, so unfortunately no ‘Church at Home’ material for 
the next two weeks.” - Rev. Andrew Gill 

Scripture Sentence – Ephesians 2:18 

Through Christ we have access to the Father in the one Spirit.


Collect for Trinity Sunday 
Almighty and eternal God, 
through your Word and Spirit 
you created all tings. 
In Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
you reveal your salvation 
in all the world. 
Through your Holy Spirit, 
you give us a share 
in your life and love. 
Keep us firm in this faith, 
and fill us with the vision of your glory, 
that we may serve and praise you all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.


Reading – Matthew 5:1-10, 14-16 (NIV) 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. 
He said: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on 
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.” 

Sermon - A Hunger for Justice 

Over the last few weeks I have been trying to use these sermons to speak 
hope into everything that has been going on during the pandemic. Times 
have been difficult, and our lives have been restricted in several ways. We 
need encouragement to believe that life will get better for us.


However, as I think about these last two weeks, and the events and 
conversation that has followed the death of George Floyd, I am reminded 
that Christians are called not just to have hope, but to be hope. God fills us 
with his love not for us to hold on to it, but for us pour it out into the world 
around us. For so many people in our world and in our community life has 
always difficult, constantly dealing with racist attitudes and prejudiced 
actions. And we need to speak, and stand, and do what we can so that life 
will get better for all. 


A verse that has been on my mind as I have been reflecting and praying 
about this over the last few days is Matthew 5:6 where Jesus says, “Blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.” (NIV) This is one of what we call the ‘Beatitudes’ where Christ outlines 
the characteristics of his Kingdom people. These beatitudes completely run 
against the values of our world, and when they are lived out they turn our 
culture upside down. The original hearers would have been shocked as 
Jesus sat on the side of the mountain and declared the blessing it was to be 
poor, to mourn, to show mercy, and to hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
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‘Righteousness’ can be one of the church words that we don’t use too often 
in everyday conversation, but it simply means to live a life that please God. 
There are two main ideas wrapped up in this word as Jesus uses it here. The 
first has to do with a moral rightness which means to follow God’s 
commands.  I think for a lot of us, when we hear that, we think it means 
‘don’t do anything wrong’, but that’s only half of it, because we also need to 
do what is right. Moral righteousness is not just the absence of sin, but the 
presence of doing good. As the Apostle Peter says we must “turn away from 
evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it” (1 Peter 3:11 
NLT)


So it’s not enough to say, ’I’m not a racist so then I’m righteous’ if we fail to 
help those that are victims of prejudice and discrimination. Which bring us to 
the second aspect of the word righteousness, which is connected to social 
justice. The truth is that this world does not treat everyone fairly. Some of us 
have been given a head start in life while others are given extra obstacles to 
overcome, and it’s not fair. Many in this world want to lift themselves up by 
pushing others down, but Jesus taught us a different way, we make 
ourselves lower in order to lift others up. 


So how hungry are you for righteousness? How thirsty are you for personal 
morality and social justice? 


I saw a great picture of hunger during the week. As you may be aware, after 
weeks of being closed due to the lockdown, many fast food restaurants have 
been reopening this week, but just for drive thru. And the queues of cars 
have been massive as people, fed up with their homemade bread, are 
desperate to satisfy their craving for their favourite hamburger. And in the 
middle of one of these queues, surround by vehicles, was man standing with 
a cardboard box around his waist painted to look like a car! 
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So great was his hunger that he was not going to let not having a car stop 
him get fed, he was going to let do whatever it took. Jesus says we are 
blessed in his kingdom is we have that kind of hunger for the justice of 
others, that kind of desire to defend the vulnerable, and that determination to 
end racism.


This is not a new concept that Jesus was introducing, we see it the whole 
way though the Old Testament Scriptures. When God rescued the Israelites 
out of slavery he told them never to treat others the way they had been 
treated. And when they forgot, God sent his prophets to remind them, like 
Micah who declared, "He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what 
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 (NIV)


Jesus taught justice and he lived a righteous life; he helped the poor, 
defended the vulnerable, and challenged those who abused their power. On 
the cross he took the pain and the sorrow of the oppressed on his own 
shoulders, and bore the guilt of all the evil we have done and the shame of 
all the good we have failed to do. His death gives us freedom and 
forgiveness, and makes us co-heirs with him in his eternal kingdom. 


Sin was not a problem for Jesus, it had no negative impact on him 
personally. But he saw that it was a big problem for me, and in love he made 
his sacrifice to help me. So it doesn’t matter if I’ve never been hurt by 
racism, because others are, and if the love of Christ is in me then I must do 
what I can to bring change. 


As a church we need to listen with humility, we need to act with love, and we 
to pray with a hungry for justice. 
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Prayer 

Father, Lord, you are good, you are gracious, you are kind, you are holy. You 
are an amazing God. 


Lord, right now, we just turn to you. We look to you to provide wisdom and 
guidance, as we navigate through some very pressing and trying times. Lord, 
I take confidence in the fact that you are never off the throne. You hold all 
things in your hands. You are aware of what's going on in our country and in 
our world, and you are not blind to it.


Lord, I pray that you will open up hearts and soften hearts to receive you in 
this time. Help those who are angry, help those who feel oppressed, help 
those who feel lost. Lord, help those who just don't know what to say. 
Father, we are looking to you to lead and to guide us in all things, through all 
things.


Lord, give us the boldness to stand on your word; to proclaim your glory; to 
share the gospel throughout the land, over and over and over again. Lord, let 
us not be selfish, thinking of our own interests, but let us think of others 
better than ourselves. Let us not be partial to others, Lord, but let us 
remember that every person is an image-bearer of you. Let us treat people 
with dignity and respect, regardless of their race, regardless of their 
socioeconomic status, regardless of anything else, Lord. Let us remember 
that every person is unique and special in your eyes. 


God, we love you. We need you. We repent of all the ways that we have 
sinned against you. And we pray that you will purge us and clean us up and 
make us new, so that we will be able to continue the work that you have set 
before us. And we will be forever careful to give you all the praise, all the 
glory, and all the honour, forever and ever. In Jesus Christ’s name, Amen.
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